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her demands are greater, and she assumes the passive feminine role
only under definite conditions of far-reaching narcissistic gratifica-
tion. The danger for this woman, in contrast to the first type, lies in
narcissism. Her excessive demands result in impoverishing her obj ect
relations and can easily lead to frustrations and disappointments.

Of course the separation between the two types is not always
sharp. There are many transitional types, and even the pure types
are for the most part "mixed formations.35 The modes of reaction
too, diverge from the "typical." How often does the sweetest woman,
who has behaved in a completely passive-feminine way, suddenly
assume an aggressive, vindictive attitude when she suffers a narcissistic
injury. When the narcissistic guardian of her erotic masochism fails,
masochism is transformed into sadism and turns more aggressively
against her own ego. Suicides of women who have suffered dis-
appointments in love usually result not from the loss of the object, but
from a narcissistic injury. I knew a woman who, because of such an
injury, wept for many weeks, day and night, mourning the loss of a
man whom she had devaluated long before, and whom she had
ceased to love, as she well realized. I also had the opportunity of
studying a gentle and lovely woman who, without the slighest con-
scious trace of love grief, murdered a man because he inflicted a
narcissistic injury upon her. In the course of her trial, which caused
a sensation, the prosecution looked for political motives, because no
one could understand the importance of a narcissistic injury to this
woman.

We know numerous feminine types that are psychically sound and
mature and yet show very adolescent features in their behaviour.
Erotic, strongly emotional, and impulsive women regard each
relation they leave behind them as a mistake, and during their full
maturity behave like the adolescent girl who with each infatuation
thinks, "The other man was not the right one, this one is." Others
display a marked faith in the permanence and exclusiveness of their
feelings and a desire for "eternal love." The narcissistic demand,
"Love me exclusively and forever," is usually connected with a fear
of loss, and in this fear lies the source of the masochistic gratification
that often degenerates into self-tormenting jealousy. Paradoxically,
it is the same masochistic need that induces an erotically experi-
enced woman to write to her lover: "Give me insecurity, for it alone
can give value to my love for you." With many women, the feeling
of exclusiveness causes anxiety, and they can engage in a relation-
ship only if it is understood that both parties are free to brush it
off when the feeling is no longer mutual.